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Plants and Water Pipes

Water lines and trees and deep-rooted plants can happily Coexist/

Underground utilities are commonly located under your front yard or under planting areas
along the street in the right-of-way, and also under your side or back yards. Buried
public utilities on your property are usually within recorded easements, but not always.
Utilities buried in your yard areas can be negatively impacted if a tree or deep-rooted
shrub were planted too close to the utility or allowed to grow there.
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Water lines and septic system
pipes are of particular concern
because the roots of a tree or
shrub planted too close to these
pipes can, over time, infiltrate
small cracks or joints in the
pipes, leading to breaks or
causing other damage that can
be very costly to repair.

Roots, as they spread and grow,
can also press or push against
pipes with damaging pressure,
potentially breaking the pipe or
causing joint separation.

Some trees are aggressive water
seekers and can penetrate buried
pipes. Roots that damage water

pipes and lines, can interrupt your or your neighbors’ water service. This can lead to a
safety or a health hazard, and you might be required to pay for any repair costs. Trees
and shrubs with invasive roots should be kept clear of and away from buried utilities and

underground utility easements.

Careful planning and choice and placement of plants is Smart/

Tree and plant roots and water pipes and lines can happily share space, but it takes a
little research and good planning to avoid future problems and prevent possible damage
to buried pipes. Trees and plants with shallow and non-invasive roots are buried-pipe
friendly. They are less likely to grow deeply and disturb buried utilities.

Camano Water Association (CWA) recommends you talk to your nursery or garden center
for advice before starting any landscaping project near any underground utilities.
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Some suggested To Do’s are:

e Establish the location of CWA water pipes and lines by contacting a utility locate
service or by calling 811 — Call Before You Dig.

e Exercise thoughtful planning before you choose new trees and plants.

e Never plant too close to or directly above an underground utility such as a water
pipe or line.

e Maintain vegetation, trees, and plants and remove any encroaching or volunteer
and“problematic” vegetation especially trees and deep-rooted shrubs.

Best Practices for trees and deep-rooted plants.

Planting trees at least as far from the underground utility as the tree will grow tall at
maturity is a best practice. For example, if you are planting a tree that will grow 25 feet
tall, planting it at least 25 feet away from any underground utility lines (including water
pipes) is the minimum recommended distance. The taller the tree, at maturity, the
————————— . farther away it should be from the
buried utility. Likewise, deep-rooted
or wide-spreading shrubs and tree-
§ like shrubs should follow this same
: % guideline.
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As the property owner, you should
regularly monitor all areas where
underground utilities including water
lines exist on your property and
remove any volunteer and

. : encroaching trees and shrubs which
-~ - | may grow above or close to those
__=® buried utilities or within the easement
area. Be aware that CWA has the
right to remove or require the property owner to remove any plants and obstructions
within our easements that may interfere with water delivery or system maintenance or
cause damage to our pipes and appurtenances.
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Have questions or need more information? Please contact the Camano Water
Association at (360) 387-9136 or email us at info@camanowater.com.

To learn more, see our Water System Easements and Smart and Safe Digging and Water
Meter Access information sheets.
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