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Easements on Private Property — For System, Access, and Service.

An easement secures Camano Water Association’s (CWA) long-term ability to access
property, operate and maintain our water system, manage trees and vegetation, and
make future system improvements to provide safe and clean water to our customers.

No matter the type of utility easement, whether given to a private company or public
utility like CWA, either below or above ground, the easement is to allow a utility company
use of and access to your property to install and maintain services. Where a utility
easement is granted on a property, the landowner must respect the area or space given
to the utility company and keep the easement area free and clear of any encroachments
or obstructions. The property owner cannot build or plant anything that may prevent
CWA from installing or replacing water pipes or maintaining the lines. If you build or
plant anything that interferes with CWA'’s ability to deliver water or perform maintenance
or poses a risk to our water system and services, CWA has the right to have you remove
the encroachment or obstruction. Bear in mind that any required removals are typically
the property owner’s responsibility, as are any incurred costs.

Sometimes, future new water system infrastructure may not fit within the public rights-
of-way. If this happens, it may be necessary to obtain a new easement on private
property, but only if a utility easement does not already exist. CWA will work with
property owners, as necessary, to obtain an easement where one is needed for our
system.

If you request new water service for your property, a new easement may be required
before CWA can provide the new service, unless an existing easement is already in place.
As the property owner, it is your responsibility to obtain any required easements if one
does not exist.

To learn more, see our Water Meter Access and Plants and Water Pipes information
sheets. For answers to frequently asked questions about our easements, see our FAQs —
CWA Easements information sheet.

Property Owner’s Use of CWA Easements.

Keeping our easements clear of incompatible uses is a shared responsibility between
CWA and the property owner. Incompatible uses are considered encroachments. A
property owner can submit proposed improvements in an existing CWA easement,

or request release of a part or all of an existing easement you may think is not in use by
CWA. Contact us for more information and about our Use Consent Request form.
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Other’s Use of CWA Easements and Property

CWA owns property and has easements for the purpose of providing water services to
our customers. CWA, at our sole discretion, may grant others the right to use our
property and easements, subject to limitations and other approvals. Easements used
jointly by CWA and other utilities may also require the property owner’s consent on which
the easement is located as well as the other utilities” consent. Incidental uses may be
allowed, provided they will not interfere with CWA's purpose for and primary use of the
property or easement and not create hazardous or unsafe conditions or obstruct CWA's
mission to provide safe, clean, and affordable potable water to our customers.

Please email CWA at info@camanowater.com for inquiries or questions. Interested
persons or parties must themselves determine the following:

e The property of interest is owned by CWA or is an easement used by CWA and
that you require consent for use,

e The easement of interest is used by or reserved for used by CWA or another utility
company.

e If permits will be needed as determined by any authorities having jurisdiction such
as Island County,

e If a homeowner association in which the property or easement of interest is
located requires their consent and/or approval of the proposed use,

e If a separate easement is needed to access and utilize the CWA property.

Usage if granted, subject to meeting all applicable conditions and requirements, said
usage and access may be revoked in writing at any time by CWA without cause or
recourse.

Usage may need permits if required by governmental entities including Island County.
Permits are the sole purview of governmental and permitting agencies. The user will be
responsible for all permits, all costs, and any rents if applicable.

Complaints about CWA Property or Easements

For issues about CWA properties and easements, or to report dumping of yard waste,
garbage, overgrown vegetation, abandoned vehicles, graffiti, illegal signs, and homeless
encampments, contact CWA at (360) 387-9136 or email us at info@camanowater.com.

Have questions or need more information? Please contact the Camano Water
Association at (360) 387-9136 or email us at info@camanowater.com.
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